News Bulletin - Birak

Birak is represented by the colour
red as it symbolises heat, sun and
fire. During this season the rain
eases and the warm weather really
starts to take hold. The afternoons
are cooled by the sea breezes from
the Southwest.

There are many fledglings venturing out of nests in Birak, though some are still
staying close to their parents such as magpies and parrots. Reptiles will also be
shedding their old skin for a new one.

With the rising temperatures and the decreasing rainfall, it's also a time for the
baby frogs to complete their transformation into adulthood.

LGSWA Services

Prepare yourself for an amazing 2026

What better way to set you and your team up for a strong start in 2026 by
booking in a Professional Learning Workshop with us!

Why book us in:



e Options for a 1 or 2-hour workshop.
» Suitable workshops for Early Learning Centres, K-3 schools
» We can come to you in your staff meeting time.

If you're still in the planning stage for Term 1 we have our Incursions to bring
key sustainability concepts to your class. These include Turtles, Nesting Birds,
Exploring Compost Creatures, Create Compost in a Bottle, Waste and Nature
Art. All hands on, inclusive of materials and thoughtful messages to inspire the
children.

Contact LGSWA direct for other incursion ideas as we can deliver hands on
activities to fit with your curriculum needs.

We are available for bookings during the school holidays (closed from 23rd
December until 4th January). Please enquire |gs@aaeewa.org.au

Events

Discover the fascinating world of reptiles with Nearer to Nature!

Learn some cool tips to keep YOU and your pets safe around snakes! Discover
what to do if you spot a slithery friend on a bushwalk and who to call if one
visits your home. Plus, you’ll get the chance to meet some reptiles close-up in
an animal encounter. It's the perfect way to explore, learn, and meet some
scaley friends!

For ages 6 - 12 years. $14 Book here

Our Kids Woylie Walks are a fantastic opportunity to see our native woylies and
quenda feeding thanks to our special night lighting, and a chance to marvel in a



night-time experience at Whiteman Park! $24 adults, $20 kids/concession
Book here

Cockatoo KIDs - Doug the Darter

Friday 23rd January, 10am - 12pm
Canning River Eco Education Centre (CREEC)

Cockatoo KIDs will learn about Australasian Darters and other waterbirds of the
Canning River.

Darters are expert fishers but litter like fishing line and hooks are a threat to
them. Learn what you can do to help protect our waterbirds. Then you can
create an amazing artwork using upcycled items and sea sponges.

There will be an option to paint a waterbird, with templates available for
inspiration or a water scene. Marie, a local artist, will show you how. Take home
a unique painting to remind you of what you have learned.

For kids aged 7 — 15 years. Kids 12 and under must be accompanied by an
adult. Book here

Resources

Every ohild has the right to breathe clean, healthy air.
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Every child has the right to breathe clean, healthy air. Yet across Australia,
children are exposed daily to harmful pollutants that affect their lungs,
development and wellbeing - from vehicle exhaust, coal and gas projects, to
bushfire smoke.

Click here for the recording from the recent online webinar with special guest Dr
Clare Walters (University of Melbourne). Hear real stories from parents and
educators taking action for clean air in their communities.



Discover how we can make clean air a reality - through everyday choices, local
action, and community-driven solutions that protect kids now and into the
future.

Binned batteries harm the
environment, waste precious Vo
resources and increase the risk of @ ¢

fire. While seemingly harmless, used -
household and particularly lithium-
ion batteries, can have a devastating

impact when they’re thrown in the

bin. This also includes household
items that still have a battery inside.

Collect your loose batteries and drop them off at local supermarkets, office
supply shops, local libraries and more. These drop off points feed into a
national network for safe battery collection and recycling.

Find a local drop off location for batteries on the recycle right website

Button Battery Safety Advice

A button battery is a small, flat, round battery. They are used to power small
portable electronic devices. They resemble a button or coin and are also known
as coin batteries.

Button batteries pose a significant health risk to young children (and pets) if
swallowed or inserted. It is important to be mindful of household items that may
contain these batteries, including remote controls, children’s toys, watches, car
keys, musical books, and electronic games.

Whenever possible, choose products that do not use button batteries. If
avoidance is not feasible, ensure that any devices containing them have
child-resistant battery compartments.

As an additional precaution, button batteries should be securely wrapped in
sticky tape before disposal to reduce the risk of accidental ingestion.

For more safety information visit ACCC - Product Safety - button batteries
guide




Activities

Christmas Cooking with Kids
Children love to make biscuits and
this recipe for Jam Drops is a big
favorite because it is so easy to
make. The bright red jam center
looks festive, good enough to eat.
The children could make these as
small gifts for their carers.

Here is a link to Australian Woman's
Weekly for the recipe Jam drops |
Women's Weekly Food

Christmas Decorations

Making paper chains from coloured
paper such as magazine pages,
crepe paper or children paintings all
cut into broad strips. They can be
joined with glue, sticky tape or
staples and can be as long as you
need them to be.

Decorate your room, windows and
Christmas trees with the handmade
chains. Some of you may remember
doing this and is a great hand eye
coordination and fine motor building
activity.

Book Resource

The Aussie Christmas Mix Up
Author Jackie Hosking



Santa has checked his list not once
but twice and put the gifts in his bag.
If only he was as careful when he
was attaching all the tags! It's an
Aussie Christmas mix-up ... with
presents and confusion galore.

This fun, light-hearted book is great
for developing language skills. The
perfect book for Christmas Down
Under! Available here

LGSWA Early Childhood Sustainability Directory

We are excited to announce our new Sustainability Directory is now available.
Please contact us if you would like to be included in the directory.

LGSWA Members Benefit

Check out the members resource with a calendar of the important days, weeks
and events accessible online. This will keep you up to date with what is coming
up over the year without going to socials.

Contacts for the office:

Jennifer Pearson |gs@aaeewa.org.au

Niamh Williams n.williams@aaeewa.org.au_(especially for workshops)

Visit the LGSWA website for up to date information, news and
events

D)

ICETRR N ASICATO
FORENVRCMENTA, S0CTON
A CHAFTER




This email was sent to <<Email Address>>

why did | get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences
Little Green Steps WA - 1 Horley Rd - Beckenham, WA 6107 - Australia

INTUIT
mailchimp




