LGSWA Case Study — Busy Bees Spearwood

Learning journey to becoming more sustainable

The educators at Busy Bees Spearwood recognised the role
that the environment around them plays in helping to instil
an interest in sustainability for the children in their care. By
learning sustainable practises and participating in activities
that protect the environment and positively impact their
community.

Busy Bees started with some
sustainable practises in place,
including using old bread bags
for soiled clothing, instead of .
purchasing nappy sacks. They
also had a vegetable garden
and worm farm, but both
needed to be re-established
after a few vyears of little
action. To limit food waste,

they recycled food scraps by
letting an educator take it
home to feed to their chickens.

The educators wanted to improve their knowledge on how
to become an environmentally efficient service. When Ola,
the Manager of Busy Bees, attended the Introduction to
Sustainability Workshop, offered by LGSWA, she heard about
the sustainability grant the City of Cockburn offers to help
businesses in the area. This seemed like a good opportunity
for the service to be able to achieve some of their identified
sustainability goals.

When the grant was approved, they were able to have
Bunnings come and help re-establish their vegetable garden
and work with the children to plant new seedlings. They were
also able to revamp their compost and worm farms, which
are both now up and operating well. The response from
children has been positive and they love watering and
continuing to plant in the vegetable garden. Being involved
in using the compost bin system has become an activity the
kindy children look forward to.

Links

EYLF:

Outcome 2: Children are
connected with and contribute
to their world.

Outcome 3: Children have
strong sense of wellbeing.
Outcome 4: Children are
confident and involved
learners.

NQs

1.1 The Educational program
enhances child’s learning and
development.

2.1 Each child’s health and
physical activity is supported
and promoted.

6 Collaborative partnerships
with families and communities.

EFP:

Water

Energy

Biodiversity
Purchasing and waste

SHP:
Community partnerships
Children’s wellbeing

SDG:

Goal 7: Affordable and Clean
energy

Goal 11: Sustainable cities and
communities

Goal 12: Responsible
consumption and production
Goal 15: Life on Land
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An extension of the sustainability practices
included waste management. They
upgraded their bin system so that all rooms
now have the correct coloured bins with
pictured labels. This made it easier for
children and staff to be able to sort their
rubbish correctly. Further support was
provided with LGSWA delivering a waste
sorting incursion with the kindy children
prior to the new bins being implemented.
This gave the educators and children a
better understanding of what went into the
new bins.

Busy Bees staff were also interested in
understanding what the electrical and
water usage was for the service. They
organised for an electricity and water audit
to be conducted to highlight areas were
energy and water could be conserved, and
ideas discussed about how this could be
achieved. Audits help review the common
practices in a service and outline
sustainable practises to help services save
money on their utility bills.

A variety of sustainable themed incursions
were organised for the children using the
grant funding. These included waste
sorting, exploring compost creatures and
nature art, providing excitement and new
ideas for educators and children. New
sustainably themed books and resources
have been purchased and are being used
with the toddler and kindy aged children.
The educators were involved in choosing
the new resources.

An additional resource was the purchase of
a food waste disposal machine, which will
make processing food waste easier and
more effective for the service. They are still
aiming to purchase a green garden waste
bin to be able to dispose of the large
amount of garden waste they will make
with the gardening activities.

For the last year the children have also
been participating in the ‘Adopt a Spot’
program at a local park, where they pick up
rubbish and clean up the park. This has a
positive impact on the environment and
the local community and gives the children
a meaningful excursion.

The families have noticed the changes and
been supportive with the new initiatives.
Busy Bees Spearwood has implemented
several new sustainable practises over the
last few months and continue to look for
ways to engage in sustainability and
implement new ideas to have a positive
impact on their service as well as the
community around them.
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